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general, than in 1763, when the definitive articles
of the treaty which restored peace to Great Britain,
France, and Spain, were signed/' * But we who
know the sequel perceive that the Seven Years' War
not only strengthened the attachment between the
Colonies and the Mother Country, but that it also
made the Colonies aware of their common interests,
and awakened among them mutual friendship, and
in a very brief time their sense of unity prevailed
over their temporary enthusiasm for England.
George III, a monarch as headstrong as he was
narrow, with insanity lurking in his mind, succeeded
to the throne in 1760, and he seized the first oppor-
tunity to get rid of his masterful Minister, William
Pitt, He replaced him with the Earl of Bute, a
Scotchman, and a man of ingenious parts, but with
the incurable Tory habit of insisting that it was still
midnight long after the sun was shining in the fore-
noon of another day.

Before the Treaty was signed and the world had be-
gun to spin in a new groove, which optimists thought
would stretch on forever, an equally serious change
had come to the private life of George Washington.
To the surprise of his friends, who had begun to
doubt whether he would ever get married, he found
his life's companion and married her without delay.

'* Marshall: The Life of George Washington (Philadelphia, 1805,
5 vols.), II, 68.he
